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HISTORICAL VOTER TURNOUT, LONG LINES, AND NO SUPRISES IN HAWAII 

RESULTS 
 

The 2020 election was marked by the highest voter turnout 

in the history of the State of Hawaii, with 67% of registered 

voters casting a ballot by Nov. 3.  The high turnout was due 

to the state implementing “all mail-in” balloting for the 

first time, and along with the presidential election and 

hotly contested races in the City and County of Honolulu 

for mayor and prosecutor.  This year’s voter turnout was 

record-breaking.  Pre-election polls were accurate 

throughout the state with all the projected winners 

successfully winning their respective elections.   

 

NEW HONOLULU MAYOR IS NEWCOMER WITH HIGH RECOGNITION 

Rick Blangiardi will be the City and County of Honolulu’s 9th elected mayor 

since statehood (1959).  Although a newcomer to the political scene, Mayor-

elect Blangiardi is a well-known entity having ran a local news conglomerate, 

and for years having an on-air editorial that ran during the evening news 

broadcast.  In a non-partisan election, the self-proclaimed independent 

Blangiardi showed broad political support and secured endorsements of 

several influential local union organizations.  As the transition unfolds, the 

make-up of his cabinet will be most interesting as he will be facing many long-standing challenges on his first day, such 

as the Honolulu Rapid Transit Project and a fiscal deficit brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

HONOLULU CITY COUNCIL WILL HAVE FIVE NEW MEMBERS OUT OF A TOTAL NINE COUNCILMEMBERS 

With the departure of five out of the nine council members, the Honolulu City Council will have a new makeup coming 

into 2021.  Joining councilmembers Kobayashi, Fukunaga, Elefante, and Waters will be Calvin Say (former Speaker of the 

House), Andria Tupola (GOP candidate for Governor in 2018), Esther Kiaaina (former Asst. Secretary of the Interior for 

the Obama administration), Radiant Cordero (Former Chief of Staff to outgoing councilmember Manahan), and Augusto 
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Tulba (first time candidate and local celebrity, known as “Augie T”).  The first order of business for the new City Council 

appears to be the election of new leadership.  Observers are closely watching who will emerge as the new chairman. 

KAI KAHELE HAWAII’S NEW U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO CONGRESS 

State Sen. Kai Kahele (Hilo) has succeeded out-going U.S. Rep. Tulsi Gabbard.  

Congressman-elect Kahele was appointed to his senate seat by Gov. Neil Abercrombie in 

2016, following the passing of his father Sen. Gil Kahele who held the seat before him.  An 

early entrant into the congressional race after Gabbard announced her run for the U.S. 

presidency, Kahele out fundraised and led the polls from beginning to end with no 

legitimate challenger ever emerging.  This was particularly interesting as the last open 

congressional race drew a crowded field of local politicians.  It will be important to see 

how the congressman-elect adjusts to the new environment in D.C. and the democratic 

majority in the House.  He is only the second person of Hawaiian ancestry ever elected to 

Washington, D.C. the first being the late Sen. Daniel Akaka, who passed away in 2018. 

HAWAII HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE FRESHMAN CLASS WILL WELCOME SEVEN NEW FACES AND ONE 

RETURNING MEMBER 

The upcoming 2021 legislative session in two months will welcome new faces Greggor Ilagan (Puna), Jeanne Kapela 

(Kailua-Kona), Adrian Tam (Waikiki, Ala Moana), Jackson Sayama (Palolo, Kaimuki), Sonny Ganaden (Kalihi, Halawa), 

Patrick Branco (Kailua, Kaneohe), Lisa Marten (Kailua, Waimanalo) and returning representative Matt Lopresti (Ewa).  If 

tradition holds, most new members will be assigned a seat in the House Committee on Finance. 

HAWAII COUNTY MAYORAL RACE 

Replacing Mayor Harry Kim, who lost his bid for reelection, will be Mitch 

Roth.  Mayor-elect Roth is the current prosecuting attorney for the 

County of Hawaii.  In what was a very cordial race between Roth and his 

opponent Ikaika Marzo, both candidates pledged to work together to 

address the challenges facing Hawaii County, which is seeing a surge in 

COVID-19 cases as the state slowly re-opens to trans-pacific tourism.  

Another one of the major challenges facing the new mayor will be the 

on-going protest against the $1.5 billion Thirty Meter Telescope project, 

which has been put on hold by both opponents and advocates since the start of the pandemic.  Having come out publicly 

in support of the project, observers are closely watching how Mayor-elect Roth will mend some deep-rooted divisions 

on both sides of the issue. 

TWO REPRESENTATIVES JUMP TO THE SENATE WITH ONE MORE TO COME 

With the departure of two state senators Laura Thielen and Russell Ruderman, two state representatives Joy San 

Buenaventura and Chris Lee made the jump to the Senate after two very successful campaigns.  The two new senators 

have already been assigned committee chair positions with Sen. San Buenaventura heading the Committee on Human 

Services (a role she held in the House of Representatives) and Sen. Lee chairing the Committee on Transportation.  In 

addition to the two new senators, Sen. Kai Kahele will be leaving his senate seat (see above) to assume his new role as 

the newly elected U.S. Congressman for Hawaii, creating another vacancy.  The Democratic Party of Hawaii will be 

sending a list of three candidates for Gov. David Ige to consider until a special election can be scheduled.  The current 

House Representative for the District is Chris Todd,  who could move up to the Senate creating a vacancy in the House 

that will need to be filled.   
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HAWAII LEGISLATURE QUICKLY ASSIGNS NEW COMMITTEE CHAIRMANSHIPS AFTER ELECTION 

The Senate committee chairmanships (5 new).   

Agriculture and Environment (AEN) – Gabbard, Mike  

Commerce and Consumer Protection (CPN) – Baker, Rosalyn H.  

Education (EDU) – Kidani, Michelle N.  

Energy, Economic Development, and Tourism (EET) – Wakai, Glenn 

Government Operations (GVO) – Moriwaki, Sharon Y. (NEW) 

Hawaiian Affairs (HWN) – Shimabukuro, Maile S. L. 

Health (HTH) – Keohokalole, Jarrett (NEW) 

Housing (HOU) – Chang, Stanley  

Higher Education (HRE) – Kim, Donna Mercado  

Human Services (HMS) – San Buenaventura, Joy (NEW) 

Judiciary (JDC) – Rhoads, Karl  

Public Safety, Intergovernmental and Military Affairs (PSM) – Nishihara, Clarence K.  

Transportation (TRS) – Lee, Chris (NEW) 

Water and Land (WTL) – Inouye, Lorraine R. (NEW) 

Ways and Means (WAM) – Dela Cruz, Donovan M. 

 

The House of Representative committee chairmanships (13 new). 

Agriculture – Mark J. Hashem (NEW) 

Consumer Protection and Commerce – Aaron Ling Johanson (NEW) 

Corrections, Military, and Veterans – Takashi Ohno (NEW) 

Culture and Arts – Cedric Asuega Gates (NEW) 

Economic Development – Sean Quinlan (NEW) 

Education – Justin H. Woodson 

Energy and Environmental Protection – Nicole E. Lowen 

Finance – Sylvia Luke 

Government Reform – Angus L.K. McKelvey (NEW) 

Health, Human Services, and Homelessness – Ryan I. Yamane (NEW) 

Higher Education and Technology – Gregg Takayama (NEW) 

Housing – Nadine K. Nakamura (NEW) 

Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs – Mark M. Nakashima (NEW) 

Labor and Tourism – Richard H.K. Onishi 

Legislative Management – Dale T. Kobayashi (NEW) 

Pandemic and Disaster Preparedness – Linda Ichiyama (NEW) 

Transportation – Henry J.C. Aquino 

Water and Land – David A. Tarnas (NEW) 

 

 

 


