
While as of this writing, it’s too early to know with certainty who will take the Oath of 
Office on January 20th as our next president, it’s not too early to offer an analysis of 
Kentucky’s election results. 

Kentucky Republicans had a great night. Up and down the ballot, Republicans won. And 
they won by big margins. 

Starting at the top of the ticket, Donald Trump handily won the state with over 60% of 
the vote, albeit with a slightly lower margin of victory than 2016. Republican Leader 
Mitch McConnell easily won election to his record-setting seventh term by more than 20 
points over Amy McGrath, despite $100 million spent to defeat him. And in what was 
supposed to be the one competitive Congressional race in the state, the 6th District in 
Central Kentucky, incumbent Andy Barr easily defeated a spirited challenge from Josh 
Hicks by 17 points. 

In the General Assembly, Kentucky Republicans won nearly every competitive race on 
their way to historic margins. In the House, Republicans appear to have won 75 of the 
100 seats (a net pick-up of 13) and 30 of the 38 seats (a net pick-up of 2) in the Senate. 
Just a reminder, that going into the 2016 election, Republicans were still in the minority 
in the House. Since then, they have picked up about 30 seats in the House. Quite a 
change. 

A full breakdown of the races appears at the bottom of this analysis. 

What happened? Here a few explanations. 

1. Republicans continue to gain strength in rural Kentucky. In Western Kentucky, 
formerly known as the “Gibraltar of Democracy” given the historic strength of the 
Democratic party in that region, Republicans now hold every legislative seat, defeating 
House incumbents Jim Glenn and Rob Wiederstein and winning an open seat held for 
over a decade by retiring Representative Wilson Stone. 

In Eastern Kentucky, Republicans defeated two first-term House incumbents, Kathy 
Hinkle and Terri Branham Clark, as well as long-serving State Senator Johnny Ray 
Turner, while winning open House seats formerly held by Chris Harris and Cluster 
Howard. 

Other GOP pickups included House seats vacated by retiring members Rick Rand, 
Russ Meyer, John Sims, and Joe Graviss and the Senate seat held by retiring Senator 
Julian Carroll.  



2. Democratic strength in the Kentucky suburbs was overrated. Across America, 
Democrats have been gaining grounds in suburbs, and we have seen this trend play out 
in Kentucky over the past few years. In 2018, Democrats showed strength in Louisville, 
knocking off two incumbent GOP House members (Ken Fleming and Phil Moffett), and 
nearly defeating three incumbents, Senator Julie Raque Adams and Representatives 
Jason Nemes and Kevin Bratcher. That electoral performance continued in the 2019 
Governor’s race, which also saw Democratic gains for Andy Beshear in suburban 
counties such as Oldham, Kenton, Madison, Scott, and Warren. Earlier this year, 
Democrats even picked up a state senate seat in a special election in the suburbs of 
Jefferson and Oldham Counties. 

This year it was a very different story. In Louisville, Bratcher and Nemes easily won re-
election, while Fleming won a rematch to return to the State House. In Northern 
Kentucky, Senator Chris McDaniel was targeted, but he easily won re-election in Kenton 
County, while in Madison County, Representative Deanna Frazier also easily won re-
election. The only bright spots for Democrats were narrowly retaining two suburban 
House districts held for many years by Republicans until 2018 – one in Lexington 
(Cherlynn Stevenson) and one in Lousiville (Tina Bojanowski). 

3. Matt Bevin is no longer Governor. On KET last night, Senate President Robert 
Stivers noted that the 2018 and 2019 successes of Democrats could simply be 
interpreted as votes against former Governor Matt Bevin, and that with his loss last 
year, he no longer serves as an anvil dragging down other Republicans. He makes a 
fairly compelling case. In several districts, Democrats tried to tie Republican incumbents 
to Bevin, but to no avail. And in 2019, while Bevin lost, the other Republicans won by 
large margins. Relatedly, the pandemic probably limited Governor Beshear’s ability to 
assist legislative candidates with their fundraising and campaigning. 

4. Amy McGrath had no coattails. Going into yesterday, no objective observer thought 
McGrath would win, but many wondered whether her organization would assist 
Democrats in down ballot races, especially in those targeted suburban races. That 
clearly didn’t happen. One likely downstream positive effect from her campaign could be 
the dozens of young Democrats who were drawn to the campaign as volunteers and 
staff. Those experiences can be called upon in future races as candidates or advisors to 
candidates. Even losing campaigns leave a positive legacy in this manner. 

******* 

What does this all mean? 

The 2021 session is a short one, only 30 days, and legislators must pass a one-year 
budget. That vote requires a 3/5 super-majority. The Republican gains last night will 
give them even more power to control that budget making process. The last two 
budgets have been passed over a gubernatorial veto. That looks likely to happen again. 
The even larger majorities allow Republicans to lose several more members and still 
override a veto. 



In addition, Stivers mentioned on KET that the General Assembly is likely to develop its 
own budget proposal earlier than in the past and will not simply wait to respond to the 
Governor’s plan. 

In addition, a top item for Republican leaders is to reform the emergency powers that 
Governor Beshear has used to navigate Kentucky’s response to the Covid pandemic. 
The overwhelming support from Kentucky voters last night will only reinforce this desire 
to increase the legislative role in long-term emergencies like a pandemic. Whether that’s 
the message that the voters intended is an open question. 

Republican leaders have grumbled for months about the lack of engagement from 
Governor Beshear and his top advisors since the pandemic started. Perhaps the 
Governor will use the election results and the approaching session as an opportunity to 
reset this relationship. 

*******  

A few other nuggets of interest: 

1. There were 14 open legislative seats as six Republicans and eight Democrats chose 
to retire, resign or run for something else. Republicans won all of them. 

2. Eight House races were rematches. Republicans won all eight. 

4. Amendments were a mixed bag. Marsy’s Law once again won comfortably, after its 
2018 passage was invalidated on technical grounds. The other amendment, changing 
the terms of district judges and commonwealth attorneys, received much less attention, 
and was overwhelmingly defeated. 

5. Greenup County Circuit Judge Robert Conley easily defeated State Representative 
Chris Harris for the 7th District Supreme Court race. 

6. Like in the primary, the plan developed by Governor Andy Beshear, Secretary of 
State Mike Adams, the State Board of Elections (on whose board FBT’s own Cory 
Skolnick serves), and the county clerks was a big success. Turnout was up, but no 
meaningful problems were reported. 

Kentucky voters clearly liked having more options, especially in-person early voting and 
vote centers on election day at which any voter in a county could vote. Other changes, 
such as allowing mail ballots to be processed earlier, meant that Kentucky had almost 
complete election results last night, which is quite a contrast to what we are currently 
seeing in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan, which did not allow mail ballots to be 
processed early. Look for an attempt to make permanent some of these changes 
(especially early voting and vote centers). 

******* 



Note: Absentee ballots postmarked by Election Day will still count if received by Friday. 
A few margins may shift, but no outcomes should change. But given what is happening 
nationally, we thought it was important to note this caveat. 

Speaking of nationally, Trey is a member of two national groups with some resources to 
help better understand the time period between Election Day and Inauguration.  

The National Council on Election Integrity, featuring former members of Congress such 
as Senate leaders Bill Frist and Tom Daschle, former cabinet secretaries such as 
Madeleine Albright and Dan Coats, and election administrators, is focused on ensuring 
that every American’s vote is counted in accordance with applicable state laws. 

The National Task Force on Election Crises, another bipartisan group, has developed 
policy papers explaining the electoral college process, election contests, and the 
process by which media outlets call races. 

******* 

Here’s a rundown of the incoming membership of the two chambers: 

KENTUCKY STATE SENATE 

8 30 (+2) 

DEMOCRAT SEATS REPUBLICAN SEATS

10 - Dennis Parrett 1 - Jason Howell* 20 - Paul Hornback

13 - Reggie Thomas 2 - Danny Carroll 21 - Brandon Storm*

18 - Robin Webb 3 - Whitney Westerfield 22 - Tom Buford

19 - Morgan McGarvey 4 - Robby Mills 23 - Chris McDaniel

26 - Karen Berg 5 - Stephen Meredith 24 - Wil Schroder

33 - Gerald Neal 6 - C.B. Embry 25 - Robert Stivers

35 - Denise Harper Angel 7 - Adrienne Southworth* 27 - Steve West

37 - David Yates* 8 - Matt Castlen 28 - Ralph Alvarado

9 - David Givens 29 - Johnnie L. Turner

11 - John Schickel 30 - Brandon Smith

12 - Alice Forgy Kerr 31 - Phillip Wheeler

14 - Jimmy Higdon 32 - Mike Wilson

15 - Rick Girdler 34 - Jared Carpenter



16 - Max Wise 36 - Julie Raque Adams

17 - Damon Thayer 38 - Mike Nemes

NOTE: Italicized entries marked with an asterisk denotes an open seat.  Color coding indicates the 

political party holding the seat prior to the November 3, 2020 General Election. Entries in black type 
denote a member who was not in cycle during the 2020 election (only odd-numbered seats were up this 
year). 

KENTUCKY STATE HOUSE 

25 75 (+13) 

DEMOCRAT SEATS REPUBLICAN SEATS

20 - Patti Minter 1 - Steven Rudy 54 - Daniel Elliott

28 - Charlie Miller 2 - Richard Heath 55 - Kim King

30 - Tom Burch 3 - Randy Bridges 56 - Dan Fister*

31 - Josie Raymond 4 - Lynn Bechler 58 - Jennifer Decker*

32 - Tina Bojanowski 5 - Mary Beth Imes* 59 - David Osborne

34 - Mary Lou Marzian 6 - Chris Freeland 60 - Sal Santoro

35 - Lisa Willner 7 - Suzanne Miles 61 - Savannah Maddox

37 - Jeff Donohue 8 - Walker Thomas 62 - Phil Pratt

38 - McKenzie Cantrell 9 - Myron Dossett 63 - Kim Banta

40 - Nima Kulkarni 10 - Josh Calloway 64 - Kim Moser

41 - Attica Scott 11 - Jonathan Dixon 66 - Ed Massey

42 - Reggie Meeks 12 - Jim Gooch 68 - Joe Fischer

43 - Pamela Stevenson* 13 - D.J. Johnson 69 - Adam Koenig

44 - Joni Jenkins 14 - Scott Lewis 70 - William Lawrence*

46 - Al Gentry 15 - Melinda Prunty 71 - Josh Bray*



57 - Derrick Graham 16 - Jason Petrie 72 - Matt Koch

65 - Buddy Wheatley 17 - Steve Sheldon 73 - Ryan Dotson*

67 - Rachel Roberts 18 - Samara Heavrin 74 - David Hale

75 - Kelly Flood 19 - Michael Meredith 78 - Mark Hart

76 - Ruth Ann Palumbo 21 - Bart Rowland 80 - David Meade

77 - George Brown 22 - Shawn McPherson* 81 - Deanna Frazier

79 - Susan Westrom 23 - Steve Riley 82 - Regina Huff

88 - Cherlynn Stevenson 24 - Brandon Reed 83 - Josh Branscum*

94 - Angie Hatton 25 - Jim DuPlessis 84 - Chris Fugate

95 - Ashley Tackett 26 - Russell Webber 85 - Shane Baker*

27 - Nancy Tate 86 - Tom O'Dell Smith*

29 - Kevin Bratcher 87 - Adam Bowling

¬ 33 - Jason Nemes 89 - Robert Goforth

36 - Jerry Miller 90 - Derek Lewis

39 - Matt Lockett* 91 - Billy Wesley*

45 - Killian Timoney* 92 - John Blanton

47 - Felicia Rabourn* 93 - Norma Kirk-McCormick*

48 - Ken Fleming 96 - Patrick Flannery

49 - Thomas Huff 97 - Bobby McCool

50 - Chad McCoy 98 - Danny Bentley

51 - Bam Carney 99 - Richard White

52 - Ken Upchurch 100 - Scott Sharp

53 - James Tipton

NOTE: Italicized entries marked with an asterisk denotes an open seat.  Color coding indicates the 
political party holding the seat prior to the November 3, 2020 General Election. 


