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2020 MAINE ELECTION SUMMARY 

 

Federal Level Races 

Vice President Joe Biden won 3 of Maine’s 4 electoral votes by winning 2 electoral votes 
for the overall state win and 1 for securing the majority in Maine’s 1st Congressional District.   
President Trump prevailed in Maine’s 2nd Congressional District and picked up the 1 electoral 
vote there as a result. 

Senator Collins has won re-election and the race will not go to ranked-choice voting 
because her final vote tally exceeded 50%.  Speaker Sara Gideon graciously conceded, after 
spending over $100 million to unseat the 4 term Senator. 

U.S Representatives Jared Golden (CD 2 D) and Chellie Pingree (CD 1 D) both handily 
won re-election. 

State Legislature and Attorney General 

Democrats will retain control of both houses of the Maine Legislature.   

Senate.  It appears that the Democrats will pick up an additional seat in the Senate so that the 
numbers will be 22-13 in favor of the Democrats.    

Senate Leadership. Democratic leadership will likely remain the same.  However, Republican 
leadership will change because Senator Dana Dow (R-Lincoln) lost his re-election bid. Senator 
Dow is the current Minority Leader. 

House.  The Democrats will retain control of the House; however, the election’s surprise is that 
the Republicans will pick up several additional seats. The projected House numbers are as 
follows: 80 Ds and 67 Rs with 4 Independents or unenrolled.   

House Leadership. It is highly anticipated that Ryan Fecteau (D-Biddeford) will become the 
Speaker of the House.  Other leadership races are a free for all right now with caucus elections 
next week. 
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Attorney General.  

AG Aaron Frey (Democrat) is likely to remain the Attorney General in Maine because the 
Maine Legislature selects this position and he has strong support.    

Local Issue of Note – Portland  

PASSED - Question A would increase the city's minimum wage to $15 an hour and require time-
and-a-half pay during any emergency declared by the city or state. 

PASSED - Question B would add enforcement provisions to the city's existing ban on the use of 
facial surveillance technology by city officials. 

PASSED - Question C, called a Green New Deal for Portland, would change the city's green 
building codes, add labor rules for city-funded projects and require more affordable housing 
units in certain developments. 

PASSED - Question D would enact a form of rent control, triple the amount of time a landlord 
needs to end an at-will tenancy from 30 days to 90 days, and establish a new rent board that 
would have the power to fine landlords, determine additional rent increases for apartment 
renovations and mediate landlord-tenant disputes. 

DEFEATED - Question E would eliminate the 400 or so non-owner-occupied short-term rentals 
in the city and increase the registration fee for other short-term rentals from $100 for the first 
unit to $1,000 per unit. 

 


