
 
 

 

CLIENT ADVISORY: NORTH DAKOTA 2020 ELECTION 
RESULTS 

 
Overview 
  
November 3rd seemed a rather predictable election night in North Dakota, as most of the contested 
races were decided during an active and robust primary campaign, not to mention a few rulings by 
the state Supreme Court, one of which removed a controversial constitutional measure from the 
ballot.  
 
The two statewide contests which offered even a hint of uncertainty leading up to election day were 
the open State Treasurer’s seat and Superintendent of Public Instruction. Superintendent Kirsten 
Baesler solidified re-election for a third term, and Republican Representative Thomas Beadle is now 
Treasurer-elect. 
 
When the votes were all counted, Republicans swept all federal and statewide races and made gains 
in both legislative chambers. At the legislative level, District 8 has made headlines since the spring. 
Governor Burgum was an active player in the primary campaign, contributing over $300,000 to help 
put new candidates Dave Nehring and Dave Andahl over the top, displacing long-serving House 
Appropriations Chairman Jeff Delzer. In the early fall, candidate Dave Andahl tragically passed 
away, setting off a legal discussion about the consequences of electing a deceased candidate and 
process for filling the seat. Despite an AG’s opinion advising that the local GOP party gets to 
appoint a successor, this morning at 10 a.m., Governor Burgum announced he will be exercising his 
own constitutional authority and appointing an energy executive to fill the second house seat, given 
Andahl’s inability to serve. 
 
National Races 
 
President Trump wins North Dakota’s 3 electoral votes by a margin of 65-32, and over 18,000 more 
votes than he won in 2016. At the federal level, Congressman Kelly Armstrong cruises to re-
election, 69-28%. Armstrong begins his second term serving in Washington, D.C.  
 
North Dakota Legislature 
 



Senate – The biggest surprise of the night was the upset of 3 incumbent veteran Democrat senators, 
John Grabinger (Jamestown), Jim Dotzenrod (Wyndmere), and Larry Robinson (Valley City). 
Because of these upsets, the GOP majority in the senate shifted from 37-10 to 40-7, a net gain of 3 
republican seats. 
 
House – On the House side, GOP majority went from 79-15 to 80-14, as voters picked a new 
republican to fill retired democrat Rick Holman’s seat in District 20. 13 new Republicans will be 
sworn in on December 1st, including Treasurer-elect Beadle’s appointed replacement. Additionally, 
Grand Forks’ D43 will also see a new face in Zachary Ista (D), a lawyer, appointed by the district 
Dem-NPL to replace Rep. Matt Eidson who resigned earlier this year citing mental health 
challenges. 
 
Statewide Races 
 
The North Dakota State Capitol remains republican controlled from top to bottom. 
 
Governor – Doug Burgum was re-elected handily by a margin of 66%-25%.  
 
Treasurer – Rep. Thomas Beadle will leave his legislative seat in Fargo and take the reins as State 
Treasurer after a heated primary battle against Rep. Daniel Johnston who forfeited his legislative 
seat.  
 
Insurance Commissioner – Incumbent Commissioner Jon Godfread, favored for re-election, ended up 
running unopposed after the Supreme Court ruled his opponent did not meet state residency 
requirements and directed that she be removed from the ballot.  
 
Auditor – Incumbent Josh Gallion was re-elected quietly by a 68-32% margin. 
 
PSC – Republican Public Service Commissioner Brian Kroshus was also re-elected to serve a full 6-
year term on the PSC. (His election in 2018 filled a 2-year unexpired term, after his 2017 
appointment.) 
 
Superintendent of Public Instruction – Finally, as previously mentioned, in the non-partisan race for 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, incumbent Kirsten Baesler finished strong with a 59-40% win 
over challenger Brandt Dick.  
 
ND Supreme Court – Chief Justice Jon Jenson, without a challenger, was handily reelected in this non-
partisan, 10-year term. 
 
Ballot Measures 
 
Measure 1 sought to increase the State Board of Higher Education from 8 to 15 governor-appointed 
members, serving 6-year terms. It specified that any member of the legislative assembly, state elected 
office, or any employee of the state or an institution controlled by the board may not serve on the 
board. It failed 73-27%. 
  
Measure 2 would have amended the constitution to allow a constitutional measure to be placed on 
the ballot only during a general election. If passed by voters, a constitutional measure would be sent 



to the legislative assembly for approval. If a legislative majority approves the measure, it is enacted, 
however if the constitutional measure is not approved by a majority of legislators, it returns to the 
next general election ballot for a third and final vote. Voters struck down Measure 2, 62-38%. 
 
Measure 3 did not make it on the ballot. It was originally circulated for signatures and certified, 
nicknamed “Help Our Heroes Vote.” This attempted to add an article to the constitution and enact 
several changes to the electoral process. Those included requiring ballots to be sent to military and 
overseas voters at least 61 days before an election, establishing ranked-choice voting, requiring 
legislative redistricting be conducted by North Dakota’s newly formed Ethics Commission, and 
creating paper ballot recording and auditing of elections. The North Dakota Supreme Court ruled 
that measure was circulated incorrectly—without including the full language of the laws referenced 
in the measure—and enjoined the secretary of state from placing the measure on the ballot. 
 
 
 
We will continue to keep you updated on any movement in North Dakota as it relates to your 
interest and operations in the state. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions.  
 

 
 

 
GA Group is located at 1661 Capitol Ave. in Bismarck. GA Group is a government and public relations law 
firm representing clients in agriculture, alcohol, biotech, data privacy, economic development, energy, ethics, 
health care, insurance & financial services, taxation, technology, telecommunications, tourism, and 
transportation. Their practice focuses exclusively on legislative and executive-branch advocacy, government 
regulatory issues, public affairs, and advocacy campaigns. 
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