
MINNESOTA

Results of the 2018 Minnesota Midterm Election

The Midterm General Elections were held on Tuesday, November 6, across the United States, and, 
as predicted, it was a momentous one in Minnesota; an open Governor’s seat, both U.S. Senate 
seats, along with all Congressional seats, all state-wide constitutional offices, and all 134 seats 
in the Minnesota House were on the ballot. The much touted “blue wave” made its way across 
the State House to flip the majority to the DFL. The DFL turned a whopping 18 seats in the State 
House, and held on to all of their seats. They needed to secure 11 to take back the House. Minne-
sota also helped the U.S. House flip the majority to Democratic control with the victory of Dean 
Phillips and Angie Craig who replaced Republican incumbents Reps. Eric Paulsen and Jason Lewis, 
respectively. Republicans picked up two rural seats vacated by U.S. Reps. Tim Walz and Rick Nolan. 
DFL candidates swept the suburbs and took the “Hillary 12”  - districts that voted for Clinton in the 
2016 Presidential election. The State Senate, with the retirement of Sen. Michelle Fischbach, was 
dead even at 33-33 — the Republican candidate State Rep. Jeff Howe (Rockville) won the Special 
Election to retain Republican control of the body. With a DFL House and Republican Senate, Min-
nesota now stands as the only state in the country to have a divided legislature. The last time this 
was the case in only one state was more than 100 years ago, in 1914.
 
Gubernatorial Race (Open Seat)  – U.S. Rep. Tim Walz (DFL-1st District) defeated Republican can-
didate Jeff Johnson (54%-42%). Walz is a moderate Democrat and ran on a “One Minnesota” 
platform seeking to bridge the urban-rural divide. With the Walz win, the DFL will retain a pivotal 
role in the upcoming legislative budget debate and the 2020 census and resulting redistricting.
 
Attorney General (Open Seat)  – DFL U.S. Rep. Keith Ellison (5th District) defeated former Eagan 
State Representative Doug Wardlow (49%-45%). Ellison has been an ardent Trump critic, and is 
sure to engage at the national level. The office of Attorney General has been held by a DFLer for 
the last 47 years, but the race was in play due to domestic abuse allegations against Ellison by a 
former girlfriend.
 
Secretary of State –  Incumbent DFL Secretary of State Steve Simon (Hopkins) defeated former 
State Senator and Red Wing Mayor John Howe (52%-44%). Simon is an advocate for increasing 
voter turnout, election system security, and early voting options.
 
State Auditor (Open Seat) – Former teacher and AFL-CIO Secretary/Treasurer and DFL candidate 
Julie Blaha (Minneapolis) defeated former State House member and C.P.A. Pam Myhra (Burnsville) 
(49%-43%).
 
U.S. Senate - Class 1 – Incumbent U.S. Senator Amy Klobuchar (Plymouth) soundly won reelection 
for a third term on the DFL ticket (60%-36%). She is frequently mentioned as a potential candidate 
for President in 2020. Klobuchar faced conservative Republican State Rep. Jim Newberger (Becker).



U.S. Senate - Class 2 – Former Lt. Governor Sen. Tina Smith (appointed by Gov. Dayton to fill the 
seat vacated by Sen. Al Franken) ran successfully to retain the seat on a progressive agenda. Smith 
(Minneapolis) defeated Republican State Senator Karin Housley (St. Mary’s Point) (53%-42%). The 
seat will be up for reelection in 2020.
 
State Senate - District 13 (Open Seat) – The Central Minnesota district is heavily Republican. Three-
term State Rep. Jeff Howe (R-Rockville) defeated former Sartell Mayor and Stearns County Com-
missioner Joe Perske (57%-43%). Howe ran on restoring local control, tax reform, and making 
transportation funding a priority in the State budget. This was the only State Senate seat on the 
ballot and with the majority hinging in the balance, the race brought in over $240,000 in outside 
money. Howe’s win maintained Republican control of the Senate for the next two years. State 
Senate seats are up in 2020.
 
Minnesota hosted four of the most competitive Congressional races in the country, bringing in $40 
million in outside spending. Here’s the outcome of the most hotly contested races:

1st Congressional District (Open Seat) – Republican candidate and former U.S. Dept. of Treasury 
official Jim Hagedorn (Blue Earth) narrowly defeated former soldier/Assistant Secretary of De-
fense Dan Feehan (N. Mankato) (50%-49.68%). Hagedorn focused on agriculture, tax reform, and 
anti-abortion issues. Hagedorn ran unsuccessfully against Tim Walz in 2014 and 2016. Trump won 
the district by 15%. This race is within the window for a discretionary recount at .45% victory for 
Hagedorn, just under the .50% margin. Feehan will have to pay for the recount.
 
2nd Congressional District – The 2nd is considered a swing district and as such garnered national 
attention. It has been held by Republican, former talk radio host Rep. Jason Lewis (Woodbury) 
since 2016. DFLer and former executive at St. Jude Medical Angie Craig (Eagan) defeated Lewis 
(53%-47%) in her second attempt (she lost to Lewis by a narrow margin (1.8%) in 2016). Craig ad-
vocated for campaign finance reform, collective bargaining, reproductive rights, and a living wage.
 
3rd Congressional District – Wealthy DFL entrepreneur Dean Phillips (Deephaven) easily defeated 
five-term U.S. Rep. Erik Paulsen (Eden Prairie) (56%-41%). Trump did not win the district in 2016. 
Phillips is a big advocate for campaign finance reform.
 
7th Congressional District – DFL Rep. Collin Peterson (Detroit Lakes) has served this rural, Pro-
Trump district since 1991. Peterson is a conservative Democrat and is Ranking Minority Member 
on the House Agriculture Committee. His two-time Republican opponent, Air Force veteran David 
Hughes, lost to Peterson by 4% in 2016 and again by the same percentage this year (52%-48%).
 
8th Congressional District (Open Seat) – St. Louis County Commissioner and Trump-endorsed Re-
publican candidate Pete Stauber (Hermantown) defeated former State Rep. Joe Radinovich (Cros-
by) (51%-45%). Historically DFL, the district was deemed a toss-up this year.
 



State House – All State House seats were on the ballot. DFLers picked up 18 seats, giving them a 
75-59 majority in the House. DFL candidates defeated the following suburban Republican incum-
bents: Reps. Cindy Pugh (Chanhassen), Dennis Smith (Maple Grove), Dario Anselmo (Edina), Keith 
Franke (St. Paul Park), Regina Barr (Inver Grove Heights), Randy Jessup (Shoreview), Drew Chris-
tensen (Savage), Anna Wills (Rosemount), Sarah Anderson (Plymouth), Jennifer Loon (Eden Prairie), 
Roz Peterson (Lakeville), and Kelly Fenton (Woodbury).
 
The 2019 Minnesota State Legislative Session will be gaveled in on January 8, 2019 with a DFL Gov-
ernor and State House and a Republican State Senate.


