
MONTANA

November 6, 2018 in Montana elections yielded the following results:

No Statewide races were on the ballot; therefore, Governor Steve Bullock (D) is termed out Novem-
ber 2020, Attorney General Tim Fox (R) is termed out November 2020. The Insurance Commissioner 
(Matt Rosendale) (R), Secretary of State Cory Stapleton (R) and Office of Public Instruction Superin-
tendent of Schools (Elsie Arntzen) (R) are all first term elected and may run again for these offices 
in November 2020. 

As of 10:45 a.m. Mountain Time here are the results... things may still change as 92% of the voting 
precincts have fully reported their votes. 496,215 of the 721,259 registered voters voted - or 70% 
of registered Montana voters voted.

Montana Federal Races
Montana Lone Congressional Seat was held by Greg Gianforte (R) as elected in a special election in 
May of 2017 when Ryan Zinke was appointed Secretary of the Interior. Incumbent Greg Gianforte 
received 51% of the votes cast while Kathleen Williams (D) received 46% of the votes cast (with 
92% of precincts reporting).  Incumbent Greg Gianforte won his reelection by 5% of the vote.
Montana’s senior senator Jon Tester (D) was up for re-election for his third term. Montana’s Insur-
ance Commissioner Matt Rosendale ran against Senator Tester in one of the most expensive elec-
tions in Montana’s history. This race was too close to call until 11:40am mountain time. Incumbent 
Jon Tester (D) was declared the winner as he received 50% of the votes cast (246,291 votes) while 
Matt Rosendale (R) received 47% (230,973). The Libertarian candidate received 13,981 votes - an 
amount that may have affected the race.

Montana Legislature
House
In 2017, the House was controlled by the Republicans 59-41. The Republicans retained control of 
the chamber after election day 2018.  While there are still a few races too close to call, we are 
currently projecting the House make up will be 58-42.  The Secretary of State’s website notes a 
possible recount for HD 22, as only 5 votes separate Lola Sheldon-Galloway (R) (1,869) and Laura 
Dever (D) (1,864).  Another close race is in HD 96 with Thomas Winter (D) holding a 36 vote lead 
over Adam Hertz (R), with 4/4 precincts partially reporting.

Senate
In 2017, the Senate was controlled by the Republicans 32-18. The Republicans retained control of 
the chamber and after election day 2018 it is now split 30-20. The Republicans lost 2 seats. There 
are three seats that are very close: SD 49 has incumbent Diane Sands (D) winning by 332 votes over 
Chase Reynolds (R); SD 32 has incumbent Jedediah Hinkle (R) losing by 338 votes to Pat Flowers 
(D); and SD 14 has incumbent Russ Temple (R) winning by 139 votes over Paul Tuss (D). All three 
of these seats were thought to be close races and this expectation has come true! I have counted 



these races with the current winner in the above vote tally; however, given the margins, these 
totals may change.

While the Montana legislature is controlled by the Republicans, neither chamber has a supermajor-
ity; therefore, the Legislature is not veto-proof.

Ballot Issues
In Montana there were four ballot initiatives as follows:
I-185 Increase the tobacco tax to fund Medicaid Expansion and other programs - this failed with 
47% of the votes cast approving the measure and 53% against.

I-186 Require “perpetual treatment of water”- an undefined term - for all mining projects in Mon-
tana with a negative impact on this industry- this failed with 44% of the votes cast approving the 
measure.

LR-128 Continues 6-mill levy to fund Montana University System for 10 years - this passed with 63% 
of the votes cast approving the measure. It has passed every 10 years on the ballot since 1948.
LR-129 Bans all but certain individuals from collecting another individual’s ballot - this passed with 
63% of the votes cast approving the measure.


