
SLR 2015 Spring Meeting n Washington, DC

Client Presentation
Organization Name: B.J. Alan Company dba Phantom Fireworks 
Name and Title: William A. Weimer, Vice President & General Counsel 

Short Description of Organization: Phantom Fireworks is the country’s leading retailer of 1.4G consumer 
fireworks. Founded in 1977, Phantom Fireworks operates 74 fireworks showrooms in 16 states and more than 
1,000 temporary locations across the country. Phantom is a member in good standing in every national and 
nearly every state-level fireworks association in the country. Members of our executive team serve on the Boards 
of Directors of the:

American Pyrotechnics Association
American Fireworks Standards Laboratory
National Council on Fireworks Safety, Inc. 
Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics of the National Fire Protection Association
Most state fireworks organizations in states where we do business.

Short Bio: Mr. Weimer has practiced law in Ohio since 1975, joining the fireworks business full-time in 1995. 
He has served on the boards of many local institutions, including chair of the local United Way Board, Boy 
Scout Council, chair of a housing association for the developmentally disabled, Mahoning County Convention 
Facilities Commission, Youngstown State University Alumni Association, Youngstown State University English 
Festival Advisory Board, Children’s Services Board, Leadership Mahoning Valley, Youngstown Edison Incubator 
Corporation and the North American Hockey League. A member of the Ohio State and Mahoning County 
Bar Associations, he has served for many years on the Inquiry and Grievance Committees of the local bar 
association. Mr. Weimer is a current board member and past president of the American Pyrotechnics Association 
and is a primary member of the Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics of the National Fire Protection Association. 
He has addressed various state legislature committees as well as the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives on fireworks issues.

Hot Issues: Fireworks safety, continued growth, government affairs specifically focusing on fireworks legislation 
in new states and enhancing legislation in states that permit ground-based products.
On the federal level, Phantom deals regularly with DOT, PHMSA, FMCSA regarding fireworks approvals and 
general transportation issues. We also deal with CPSC, ATF, OSHA, Homeland Security, FBI and EPA.

States (where you are looking for representation or where you have issues): Minnesota, Iowa, North Carolina, 
Virginia, West Virginia, Illinois, federal

Contact Information: 
William A. Weimer
Vice President & General Counsel
555 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Youngstown, Ohio 44502-1102
Phone: 330-746-1064
Fax: 330-746-4410
WAWeimer@fireworks.com

Invited By: Alex Macia, Spilman Thomas & Battle, PLLC (WV)



SLR 2015 Spring Meeting n Washington, DC

Client Presentation
Organization Name: EDF Trading North America LLC 
Name and Title: Jason Earnheart, Senior Vice President – Origination 

Short Description of Organization: EDF Trading is a leader in the international wholesale energy markets. It 
manages a portfolio of assets which give it the ability to source, supply, transport, store, blend and convert 
physical commodities around the world. These capabilities enable EDF Trading to deliver essential asset 
optimization services, risk management and wholesale market access to the EDF Group and its third party 
customers, helping them to realize the value inherent in their asset portfolios. 

EDF Trading is active in the electricity, natural gas, LNG, upstream gas, coal and freight and environmental 
products markets. It is one of the largest wholesale market traders in Europe for power and gas, one of the main 
providers of energy management services for power generation companies in the US and one of the largest 
marketers of gas in North America. It is one of the largest importers of coal into Europe and is a leading US 
energy retailer for large commercial and industrial customers.

EDF Trading is a 100% owned subsidiary of EDF, Europe’s leading electricity producer. EDF Trading has around 
1000 employees with offices in the UK, Europe, Singapore, China, the United States and Canada. For more 
information, please visit www.edftrading.com.

Short Bio: Jason Earnheart leads the Power and Gas Origination efforts for EDF Trading. Jason joined EDFT 
in 2010 as Vice President responsible for Origination in the ERCOT and Midwest regions. In 2013 Jason was 
promoted to Senior Vice President and his responsibilities were expanded to include all of Gas and Power for 
the United States and Canada. Before joining EDFT Jason was part of the JP Morgan Commodities unit from 
2007-2009 as part of the Power Origination team leading the JPM’s efforts in the Southeast. Prior to JPM Jason 
worked at Williams Energy Marketing & Trading from 2000-2007 serving in various Trading and Origination 
roles. Jason is a graduate of Oklahoma State University. 

Contact Information: 
Jason Earnheart 
EDF Trading North America 
4700 W Sam Houston Parkway North 
Suite 250 
Houston, TX 77041 
Phone: 281-653-1768 
Mobile: 918-625-3420 
jason.earnheart@edftrading.com

Invited By: Tom Forbes & John Padalino, Kemp Smith LLP (TX)



SLR 2015 Spring Meeting n Washington, DC

Organization Name: Getaround
Name and Title: Padden Guy Murphy, Head of Public Policy & Business Development

Short Description of Organization: Getaround is a peer-to-peer (P2P) carsharing marketplace that enables 
people to find, rent and unlock high quality cars in their neighborhood — instantly from the Getaround app.

Getaround was named to the list of top startups to watch by the Wall Street Journal, won TechCrunch Disrupt, 
and has the investment support of Google Chairman Eric Schmidt, Yahoo CEO Marissa Mayer, Shervin Pishevar, 
Ashton Kutcher and others.

Car owners can seamlessly share their car when they aren’t using it to earn hassle-free cash, and all parties are 
protected by Getaround’s $1 million primary insurance policy via Assurant. Getaround’s on-demand carsharing 
experience is made possible by Getaround Connect™, patented hardware and software technology, that turns 
any car into a connected car and enables trusted members to find, rent & unlock the car instantly from the 
Getaround app. 

Getaround provides significant economic, environment, and transit benefits. 

• Good for the Economy: Getaround car owners earn $500 /month ($6,000 /year) on average. Unlike
traditional carsharing P2P carsharing can scale into low-income and low-density areas. Getaround
empowers people and provides a sustained private-sector stimulus.

• Good for the Environment: Each carshare vehicle removes 9-13 other cars from the road, offsetting up to
100,000 pounds of C02.

• Good for Cities: Carsharing is proven to complement public transit. The City of San Francisco recently
announced a partnership with Getaround of unprecedented scale to dedicate nearly 1,000 on-street
parking spaces for carshare vehicles via the SFMTA Car Sharing Policy & Pilot Project.

To give some context, if 1,000 folks in a community turned their cars into Getaround car you could take 10,000 
other cars off the road, offset up to 100 million pounds of C02, and inject $10 million dollars directly into the local 
economy every year – at zero cost to taxpayers. 

This very short video shows exactly how Getaround works: www.getaround.com/tour 

Short Bio: Padden heads up Business Development & Public Policy for Getaround. Getaround is the 
leading peer-to-peer carsharing platform that enables you to find, rent & unlock cars instantly from your 
phone.  Padden manages Getaround›s ongoing strategic business partnerships in addition to relationships with 
the White House, Congress, state legislatures, and mayors. 

Padden has a Bachelors in International Relations & Chinese from Tufts University and a Masters in Modern 
Chinese Studies from Oxford University, where he studied US-Chinese technology policy. He is a Montanan.

States (where you are looking for representation or where you have issues):
Getaround is active in CA, OR, DC and is looking to launch multiple major markets in 2015. 

Contact Information: 
Padden Guy Murphy 
padden@getaround.com

Invited By: Matt O’Connor, Hinman Straub P.C. (NY)

Client Presentation



SLR 2015 Spring Meeting n Washington, DC

Client Presentation

Organization Name: Hewlett-Packard Company
Name and Title: Jason D. Newman, Director, State and Local Government Affairs

Short Description of Organization:  HP creates new possibilities for technology to have a meaningful impact 
on people, businesses, governments and society. With the broadest technology portfolio spanning printing, 
personal systems, software, services and IT infrastructure, HP delivers solutions for customers’ most complex 
challenges in every region of the world. More information about HP (NYSE: HPQ) is available at www.hp.com.

Short Bio: Jason Newman joined HP in 2013 as Director of State & Local Government Relations.  Jason manages 
contract lobbyists and maintains relationships with key state leaders to advance the company’s public policy 
agenda.  Jason also collaborates with internal business partners to develop political engagement strategies to 
retain, grow and acquire new public sector business.  

Prior to joining HP, Jason served as Manager of State Policy at the Pew Center on the States where he 
successfully passed legislation resulting in state savings in excess of $1 billion. Before Pew, Jason served as the 
State and Local Policy Director at the Democratic Leadership Council.  

Jason earned a JD from Wake Forest University School of Law and a bachelor’s degree in politics from 
Washington and Lee University.

Contact Information: 
Jason D. Newman 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
709 G St NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
Phone: 202-772-4468 
jason.newman@hp.com

Invited By: Angie Harris, Ward and Smith, PA (NC) 



SLR 2015 Spring Meeting n Washington, DC

Organization Name: MainStreet Advocates
Name and Title: Kevin Canan, Managing Partner 

Short Description of Organization: MSA is a Washington, D.C. based state and local government boutique 
consulting firm that assists clients in devising and executing advocacy strategies aimed at successfully achieving 
their goals interacting with state and local government across the country. 

Short Bio: Mr. Canan is the founder and Managing Partner of MainStreet Advocates (“MSA”). He is very active in 
national, state government relations groups including NGA, DGA, RGA, NAAG, DAGA, RAGA, NCSL, CSG, SGAC 
and he currently serves as a board member of WASRG. 

Mr. Canan is an attorney who has over 20 years of government relations, government, public policy, campaign and 
legal experience. He has worked for numerous local, state and federal elected officials.

Prior to founding MSA, Mr. Canan created and developed the state and local government affairs function for 
Covidien, a $14 billion global health care manufacturer. Mr. Canan was responsible for developing overall state 
and local government affairs strategy for the company. He led numerous legislative, regulatory and grassroots / 
grasstops campaigns in multiple states and localities. Additionally he was responsible for vetting and retaining 
state and local lobbyists and consultants throughout the country. Mr. Canan has also worked as a Vice President 
of a Washington, DC based state and local government relations firm where he crafted legislative, procurement, 
regulatory and grassroots strategies for clients nationwide. 

Mr. Canan also served as counsel to the Massachusetts Senate leadership where he drafted and negotiated 
numerous pieces of legislation including the State’s annual budget and the State’s landmark universal health 
care law. In the Summer and Fall of 2006, Mr. Canan was a consultant to two gubernatorial campaigns crafting 
policy, media and field strategies for the candidates. In addition, Mr. Canan served in numerous policy and legal 
roles for the Mayor of Boston. 

Mr. Canan has worked on five Presidential campaigns in numerous states throughout the country including: 
Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York and Virginia. In 2000 he served as a legal 
adviser to a political party and a Presidential campaign in connection with the Presidential recount in Florida. 
While in law school, Mr. Canan served as the Law Clerk to the Vice President of the United States. 

Mr. Canan is a graduate of both Allegheny College and Northeastern University School of Law. He was named 
a “rising star” in both 2006 and in 2007 by the publishers of Law & Politics and Super Lawyers magazines. He 
resides in the Chevy Chase neighborhood of Washington, DC with his wife and two daughters. 

States (where you are looking for representation or where you have issues):
We are active in all fifty states and our clients run the gamut.

Contact Information: 
Kevin Canan
MainStreet Advocates
1000 Potomac Street, NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20007
Phone: 202-965-7373
kevin.canan@mainstreetadvocates.com 

Invited By: Peck Fox, Maynard, Cooper & Gale, PC (AL)

Client Presentation
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Client Presentation

Organization Name: Nemours Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children 
Name and Title: David C. Mills, Senior Director, Delaware Valley Government Relations 

Short Description of Organization: Children’s Health System

Short Bio: David C. Mills is Senior Director, Delaware Valley Government Relations, Nemours A.I. duPont Hospital 
for Children in Wilmington, Delaware. A New Jersey native, raised in Los Angeles, California, David is a Historian 
and Political Scientist with over thirty (30) years experience. Elected to political office at twenty five, prior to joining 
his current role, David spent eleven (11) years at Vanderbilt University as Associate Director, State Policy and 
Legislative Affairs; and ten (10) years consulting. An author of speeches, essays, and a book (Unholy: The Slaves 
Bible), Mr. Mills’ civic engagement included, inter alia, board service to The YMCA; two federally qualified health 
centers; and Monroe Carell Jr., Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt. David and his wife have five children. Their tenth 
grandchild is due in October.

Contact Information: 
David C. Mills 
Nemours Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children 
1600 Rockland Road  
ARB - Suite 141 
Wilmington, DE 19803 
Phone: 302-651-4917  
david.mills@nemours.org

Invited By: Kim Hoffman, Morris James LLP (DE)




